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ELIZ ABETH, 


COUNTESS OF PEMBROKE, 


$ 


* 


MADAM, 


| I an not aſhamed to acknowledge my 
ignorance, and confeſs that my doubts 
concerning the exiſtence of a Sr RET 
TRIBUNAL in WESTPHALIA, almoſt as 
4 2 | 1 


h 
14 


dcr TRIBUNALS 
it is deſcribed in the Romance of Herman, 
of Una, have entirely ſubſided, 


— 


Since my return into the country, I 
have examined thoſe works in my library 
which tend to illuſtegte its origin, progreſs, 
and conſtitution ; and as your Ladyſhip was 

the cauſe of exciting my curioſity, to you 1 
I beg leave to addreſs theſe obſervations q 
on a ſubject of which many erroneous 
accounts have been given to the Public. 
Nor muſt your Ladyſhip be ſurpriſed, if 
. in treating of an inſtitution which took 
. its riſe in the dark ages, whoſe forms of 
| proceeding varied at different times and in 


— 


different places, and were kept an inviola- 


ble ſecret, I ſhould not be able to diſpe!l 
the obſcurity which muſt always envelope 
thoſe reſearches that relate to remote pe- 
riods, depend on uncertain facts, and are 
FE; drawn 
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drawn from detached and diſcordant nar- 
mi 

rutives. This much I will venture to add, 
that the Narrative, which I have the ho- 
nor of ſubmitting to your Ladyſhip, is 
unmixed with any fabulous accounts, and 
is drawn from the original authors which 
treat of this terrible juriſprudence, a ſub= 

ject which has lately much excited the 

curioſity of the Public.x 


The Secret Tribunals of Weſtphalia, 
are defined to be Criminal Courts of Juſ= 
tice, originally belonging to the ancient 
Germans, but ſo far amended by the Em- 
perors, Popes, and Biſhops, particularly 
by the Elector of Cologne, as Duke of 


From the Publications of Hxx Man, of Una; Alrn 
von DeLMonD and the Drama of The Secret Tribunal, 
. at Covent Garden, 


A 3s Weſt- 
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Weſtphalia, and the Imperial Vicars in the 
beginning of the fourteenth century, that 
inſtead of a trial by acclamation, a ſecret 
form was given to the Judges, of a mixed 
nature, both accuſatorial and inquiſito- 
rial; not, however, totally different from 
the former proceedings for the purpoſe of 
| adminiſtering ſpeedy juſtice, and purging 
the country from nefarious and profligate 
men. | 


This Court of juſtice was called The 
Secret Tribunal; the VEHEM GERRICHT, “ 


* According to ſome, Ven uu, or Wi nu is derived from 
Wemy, an old German word, which ſignifies Terrible; or it is 
a corruption from V mihi, alas z or from Yehm, to ſeparate, 


The very diſpute concerning the etymology of this word, 


ſufficiently proves the obſcurity of the ſubject, and the dif. 
eule of — the true origin, 


rau 8 Vlurlarlus nme, lib, 4, tit, * 


a word 


-, 4a 
1 


or WESTPHALIA: 


a word not ſufficiently explained, but 


which is chiefly uſed by the German Ju- 


riſts; the Frey Stuhl, or Free Seat, and 
ſometimes the Sacred Free Secret T. ribunal 
in We 80 


Various conjectures have been made in 


regard to its origin, and none appear ſuf- 


ficiently ſatis factory. The moſt probable 
opinion ſeems to be that mentioned by 


 Mneas Sylvius, afterwards Pope Pius the 


ſecond, that it was firſt inſtituted by 


Charlemagne. 


** Charlemagne,” ſays that hiſtorian, 


* having conquered the Saxons, ſettled in 
« Weſtphalia, compelled them to relin- 


„ quiſh the worſhip of idols, and to em- 
* brace the Chriſtian religion. But as 


MN they frequently apoſtatiſed, and diſre- 
5 * gardos their oaths, with a view of pre- 


A4 _ « venting 
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«venting rebellion, through dread of pu- 
** niſhment, he appointed ſecret Judges; 
„whom he impowered to puniſſi perſons 
* guilty of perjury, fraud, or any flagi- 
« tious crime, without any previous cita- 
« tion, and without permitting them to 
% make any defence. But, as this power 

« was likely to be abuſed, he choſe for 
< this purpoſe men of integrity, who 
„would not be likely to puniſh the 
innocent; and as, in conſequence of this 
* appointment, many nobles and perſons 
« of inferior rank, were found hung in 
70 the woods, withou! any previous accu- 
* ſation; this ſummary mode of proceed- 
a ing. ſtruck terror into the Weltphalians, 
« and kept them in due obedience. A 
«« general belief was alſo prevalent, that 
e thoſe who ſuffered this ignominious 
death had yd the Chriſtian faith, 
* or * ſome atrocious crime. 


7 6 This : 


OF WEST PHALIA: 
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This Tribunal has continued even to 

& this time, and is called ſecret. Thoſe 
. who preſide over it are called Scabini, 
4 or Aſſeſſors; and it is probable that 


« they are deſirous to extend their juriſ- 
* diction over all Germany. They per- 


40 form ſecret rites, and carry on hidden 


% myſteries, according to which they 


judge malefactors ; and no one has yet 
«© been found, who has been induced ei- 
s ther by fear or bribes to reveal the ſe- 


* cret. The greateſt part of the Judges 
| s are unknown; they make a progreſs 


« through the provinces, accuſe the 


« criminals before this awful Tribunal, 
and prove their allegation by oath; The 
e names of the condemned are written 
«in a book, and the execution is en- 
e truſted to the younger Aſſeſſors. The 


«accuſed, ignorant of his condemnation, 
* is puniſhed wherever, he is found. This 


„ Tribunal 
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ec Tribunal is — for — of 
te the loweſt condition are admitted, and 
* preſume to meddle with civil affairs, 


« when their power ought to be _ 


M ne to criminal e 


meg, writers who refuſe credit to this 


account of its origin, ground their objec- 


tions firſt on the character of Charle- 


magne, as a Prince too juſt and humane to 
have ſanctioned ſo eruel a Tribunal; and 


ſecondly, on the ſilence of contemporary 


hiſtorians. In regard to the firſt objec- 


. 
tion, it may be aſked, what was the juſ- 


tice and humanity of that Prince, who, 
having defeated Wittikind, the leader of 
; the Saxons, ordered four thaukad three 
hundred of his followers to be dN ; 


d 


: F . 
80 ” 7 


N . Kune 3 de Statu Kg ſub Frederico 
Imperatore, cap. 29. | 
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| tated at "a called the by Maſſacre of 
Werden; who removed at one time above 


thirty thouſand natives from Weſtphalia 
into France ; and who puniſhed with im- 
mediate death all thoſe - who broke the 


llighteſt ordinances of the church, and 


all, without diſtinction, who eat meat in 


En 


Nor does the ſilence of contemporary 


| Lent ? 


hiſtorians invalidate the probability of 


this account; for how could they give an 
account of what was involved in darkneſs, 
or deſcribe the modes of proceeding of a 


Tribunal, whoſe members never revealed 
the ſecret ? 


* 
| ; 


Sufficient traces of theſe Tribunals ap- 


pear in the early ages of the German hiſ- 
_ tory, and Conrad the ſecond, Emperor of 
Germany, was requeſted by the natives 


of 


— 
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of Weſtphalia themſilves to confirm thoſe 
ſanguinary laws, and to ſanction that ter- 
rible juriſprudencde. 
« The Judges and the Spies, fays 
another author, “ who wrote on the ac- 
tions of the Franks, ** ſo totally con- 

« cealed the whole proceſs, and the 
2 proofs by which the condemned were 
« found guilty, that, at the death of 
* Charlemagne, they could not be in- 

* duced, either by threats or promiſes, to 
« reveal the inſtitution.” - 
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Aventinus, author of the Annals of the . 
Boians,+ adds, Hence aroſe the law 
© called Weſtphalian, conſecrated by time 
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* PavLus AuxzLius de Geſtis Francorum, lib. 3. 
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"2M and filence ; the Judges, who are de- 


90 nominated Conſcii, initiated in certain 


60 ceremonies, know each other; and it 
is conſidered as a profanation to reveal 


on their e and forms of proceed» | 


66 ing.” 


| | This Tribunal was compoſed of a 
Judge, who Was a free Count, and Af. 


ſears. 


ah Judge was obliged to be a Frey 
Graf, Free Count of the German empire, 


and a native of Weſtphalia. | The Aſſeſ- 


ſors were called, in German, Schepfer z 
Scabini, in Latin; and alſo Die Wiſende, 


or the Wiſe Men, becauſe they were ſup- 


poſed to be perſons of learning and condi- 


tion, and underſtood the ſecret proceed- 
ings of the Tribunal, They were obliged 


to 
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| to be freemen, natives of Weſtphalia, not 
| baſtards or baniſhed, and {worn to RY: 


” . a 3 of an Aſſeſſor that he 
could not be accuſed but before the Secret 

Tribunal, for crimes cogniſable by that 
Tribunal. The accuſation was to be pre- 
ceded by three previous citations, each 
made at the end of fix weeks and three 
days. The firſt citation was made by two 
Aſſeſſors, the ſecond by four, the third by 
ſix, accompanied by the Free Count; ei- 
ther when the accuſed perſon was preſent - 
at the Tribunal, or in his houſe; if he 
had no houſe, where he was known to 
dwell; and if he was charged with a 
crime puniſhable with death, and neither 
his houſe or his dwelling place was 
known, he was interdicted at the four 
m—_— the Eaſt, South, Weſt, and 
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North, in the ener "wes four — 


| roads meet. 


In early times, the Aſſeſſors were uſu- 
ally perſons of probity and intelligence, 
but afterwards, men of low birth were 
admitted, who abuſed their powers, and 
took cogniſance of crimes not amen- 


able before the Secret Tribunal. They 


were frequently condemned for their miſ- 


conduct, and for having puniſhed the in- 


nocent for the ſake of private revenge, or 
for the ſake of plunder. 


The City of Dortmund was the prin- 
cipal ſeat of this tremendous Court of Juſ- 


tice, which united all the characters of 
the Inquiſition, from whence other courts 


branched out in every direction, and once 
extended over all Germany. The crimes 


at firſt cogniſable were principally con- 
. fined 


* 2 N : 4 _ _ 
— — — 
— —_ — — = * 
4 — 2 2 . 
k 4 © SD 
— ene) — ps. ans — * 2 — — — 


* 


CP 
"+ 


* 
1 i 
a 
, {4 
0 : 
l £ 
14 
iy 1 
4 
= 
T7. : 
14 
4 i 1 
3 bo 
N 
4 ih 
5 4 : 
» a bk 
<4 Dl 
by. > 7 
4 1 
* Io . 
7 4 5 
1 1 Ma 
. G 
p . 
i ry 
f 1 
1 
1 
TY 
l 340 : £ f N 
( Ig. A 
oe | 
il ö 
. 4 L 
. 
1 \ *% 
© 1 * 
. 4 
55 * 8 
4.0 4 
* BS * 
x I*' — 
' 


a 2 


16 SECRET TRIBUNALS 


fined to apoſtacy, hereſy, ſorcery, and ſa- 


erilege, but afterwards this juriſdiction - 
"extended itſelf to other delinquences, 


and occaſionally embraced civil offences. 
The mode of proceeding is thus detailed 
at length in an old Chronicle :* 


10 The meeting, in order to be com- 
60 petent, muſt conſiſt of the Free Count 
and at leaſt fourteen Aſſeſſors; the door 


being cloſed, the Judge can neither riſe 


* until the whole proceſs is concluded, 
* nor ſurrender his place to another per- 
« ſon, excepting the Emperor, ſhould he 
«happen to be preſent. The Aſſeſſor 
* who accuſes, takes an oath that the de- 
15  linquent is guilty of the crime; and 
cc immediately the name of the accuſed 


* Turkius, Faſti Cardin. 


66 18 


BE 
2 


or WEST PHALIA. 12 

« is written down in a bock, called the 
« Book of Bod ; if another than an Aſ- 6 
« ſeſſor accuſes, he is brought into the 
« Court holding the writ of accuſation 
« folded up in his hands, with a green 
e croſs, and a pair of white gloves. The 

« Aﬀeſſor was accuſtomed to touch thoſe 
whom they called to judgment lightly 

with a rod, or to whiſper theſe myſ- 
«© terious words, « As good bread is eaten 
cc elſewhere as this.” Should four Aſſeſ- 
« ſors ſurpriſe a perſon in the commiſ- 
te ſion of flagrant crimes, they are em- 
« powered to try and hang him up on 
« the ſpot. 

= Six weeks and three days are RAY 
for the appearance of the culprit; and 
* the writ of accuſation is given to two 
Aſſeſſors, who declare, with an oath, 
* that they will make the citation at the 
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they ſhall have effected it. Should the 
s perſon who is ſummoned, conceal him- 
ſelf, letters are written to thoſe among 


0 
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*« ſtated time, and inform the Court when 


« whom he is hid, Ggnifying that he 
E ought to ſurrender himſelf at a given 
« time and place; and if he has taken 
« an aſylum in a- fortified caſtle, the 
« Citator goes either by night or by day, 


% on foot or on horſebackz cuts out 


e three ſlips from a wooden rail, and 


* places in the inciſion, a coin and the 


« writ of citation. He keeps the three 
* ſlips as a memorial that he has executed 
& his commiſſion, and calls out to the 


Porter, to inform the man who has 
oe taken refuge within, that he is ſum- 
_ ** moned, and will find the writ encloſed 
in the rail. If the accuſed can no 


* where be found, the Aſſeſſors proclaim 


* him guilty towards the four corners of 


« the 


I” 5 „ 95 
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t the world. If, after three ſummonſes, i 
* the accufed does not. appear, the Judge 


« declares that he will proceed againſt 
% him, as contumacious, and pronounce 


* ſentence on a ſtated: day; having firſt 


* proclaimed his name four times, he 
* commands him to attend, and anſwer to 
the charge. If after theſe ſummonſes 
the accuſed does not make his appear- 
<« ance, the Judge proclaims, In con- 
« ſequence of the ſupreme law, which 


Charlemagne ſanctioned, and Pope Leo 


<* confirmed, and which Princes, Counts, 
„ Nobles, Freemen, in the Saxon land, 
<* have ſworn to obſerve, I caſt this man 


from the higheſt to the loweſt degree; 
_ © deprive him of all privileges, liber- 
ties, immunities, and rights; I ſubject 
_ © him to the Royal Ban, to hatred, to ex- 
s ecrations, to hoſtility, and to the great- 


1 2 poſſihle puniſhment which can be 


. conceived 
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* conceived by man, I render him inca- 
e pable of all law and pardon ; Achloes, 
% Rechloes, Segeloes, Wedelbes. L-aſtl y. ac- 
*« cording to the laws of this Tribunal, 
J condemn him to death: I adjudge his 
* neck to the halter, his body to birds of 
« prey, to be conſumed in the air ; his 
« ſoul I commend to God his fiefs and 
« eſtates, if he has any, I pronounce to 
© have lapſed to the Sovereign: I declare 

% his wife a widow, and his children 
* orphans.” After theſe words, he throws 
* a halter, or a branch of willow twiſted, 
e beyond the place of judgment: the 
_« Aſſeſſors ſpit, and confirm the ſentence 
«© This ſentence is then forwarded to all 
* the other Courts, with orders to hang. 


e up the delinquent whereſoever he is 
% found, on the next tree. ares 


, If the accuſed appears at the Tri. 
+1 | 0 hunal, 


or WESTPHALLA. T 
— eee) 
0 bunal, his accuſation is read, and the 
i accuſer confirms the truth, by a ſolemn 
« oath. The opinions of the Aſſeſſors are 
„ then taken, by means of a ſtring 
e touched by thoſe who paſs ſentence of 
« death. Should the accuſed think the 
* ſentence unjuſt, he is permitted to de- 
« clare it, and to remain till he is convic- 
» ted by witneſſes. There is no appeal 
* but to the Emperor. The Judge who 
« paſſes ſentence, as well as the Aſſeſſors, 
« muſt be faſting, and bare headed; with- 
* out a robe, gloves, or any ſpecies of 
„arms. The condemned perſon is then 
* conſigned to one of the younger Aﬀeſ- 
_ ** ors who, if he finds himſelf unequal to - 
„the taſk, can require the aid of ano- 
0 ther, and with his aſſiſtance, hangs up 
** the unfortunate delinquent.“ 
Yee eee eee eee eee EEE 
 ® Turkius Faſti Cardini, for the year 785, 
B 3 „ Letznar, * 
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„ Letwnar,® in his Hiſtory of Chatle- 


magne, thus expreſſes himſelf on this 


ſubject: This cuſtom of Secret Judg- 


„ment, was, from Weſtphalia introduced 
** into the county of Wolpe, and within 
„the memory of many. perſons, now 
*« living, practiſed in the Bailliwicke of 
« Rothenwalde, which now belongs to 
** the Princes of Brunſwick. When the 
«« ſecret Judges and Aſſeſſors knew of any 


one Within their juriſdition, whoſe 


% conduct was not altogether regular, they 
« firſt gave him a private and friendly 
*« warning, either by fixing on his door 
* at night, a placard, or by ſome other 
„ ſignal. But if he paid no regard to 
s theſe warnings, and did not mend his 


— A 2 ͤ . IDC DDD Do ear S—————————_—_— 


* Hiſtoria Caroli Magni, cap, 15. 


7 v 


*© Ways, 
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nh, they held the Tribunal in the 


open air, and both Judges and Aſſeſſors 
* came to him, with halters in their 


T hands, walked three times round him, 


© and all repeated at the ſame time, bo 


* it 4 good man, be fits ul. Should the 


* man have been guilty of any crime, he 
e got up and walked away, and no one 


« was permitted to purſue him, but his 
goods were confiſcated, partly to the 
_ « Yovereigh, and partly to the Secret 
« Tribunal, But if he continued ſitting, 
« and the Judges and Aſſeſſors returned a 
„third time, they threw a halter round 


„ his neck, and hung him on the next 


* tree; they then returned, and read or 
10 declared, that the man whom they had 
„ juſt hung, was juſtly put to death; 
« yet no one knew who performed the 
« office of executioner, neither did any 
one dare to cenſure or condemn the 


$4 Judges. 


— 
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cc Judges. The Judges and Aſſeſſors 
muſt be men of taciturnity, and never 
* betray their proceedings, otherwiſe 
40 they would themſelves be put to death. 
On account of the unjuſt and nefarious 
practice of theſe Courts, Eric, Duke 
“of Brunſwic and Lunenburgh, ſur- 
named the Elder, aboliſhed this Secret 
Tribunal.“ 
From an ancient manuſcript, Schot- 
telius,* thus alſo deſcribes the mode of 
proceeding at Zelle: When the Se- 
*«:cret Judgment is proclaimed, all the 
inhabitants of the place above twelve 
«« years of age, repair to an open ſquare, 
4% and fit down upon the ground, while 


© * Singularibus quibuſdam et Antiquis in Germania 
Juribus, cap. 29. 


« the 
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ve the Prince, his Counſellors, and Bai- 

«liffs, range themſelves round a table. 
The Secret Judges then firſt announce 
* the Delinquent and his crime; then 
„ they walk round in proceſſion, and 
« ſtrike him with a white ſtick on the 
„legs. If he has committed a capital 
** offence, he is commanded to riſe, and 
* in a day and a night to go into baniſh- 
©« ment. If any one is ſtruck once or 
or twice, it is conſidered as a friendly 
« warning, to amend his ways; but if 
he is ſummoned the third time, the 
« Clergyman gives him the Sacrament, 
« and the Executioner hangs him on the 
« next tree. William, Duke of Lunen- 
 « burgh, was the laſt Sovereign of that 
* houſe, who was preſent at this cere- 
« mony, at Zelle.“ | 


Pfeffel, in his excellent Hiſtory of the 
"Iv German 


; 
21 
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German Empire,* has thus deſcribed the 
enormities and cruelties of this dreadful 


Tribunal, and its ſubſequent ſuppreſſion : 


The Judges and Aſſeſſors, who were un- 
* known, either by themſelves or ſpies, 
« diſcovered the moſt ſecret actions, and 


1 ſtruck with dread perſons of all ranks 
* and conditions. Their trials became ſo 


*« much the more terrible, as they judged 
% without appeal, and without any known 
forms; as their modes of proceeding 


were always enveloped in impenetrable 


« darkneſs; and as the Aſſeſſors paraded 
e with the axe and the halter, and car- 
«« ried into execution their own ſen- 
« tences. It is'a matter of aſtoniſhment, 
as that ſuch crying abuſes ſhould have 
se ſubſiſted during ſo many centuries, 


© Hiſtoire d' Allemagne, vol. vi. p. 13. 


« The 


or r.. ©. 


The German Princes found no other 
means of eſcaping, than by affiliating 
e themſelves to the Judges of Dort- 
% mund, by obtaining from the Em- 
«« peror the right of holding within their 
* own territories, the Secret Courts of 
„ Juſtice; or by acquiring letters patent, 
„% exempting them from the juriſdiction 
* of the Weſtphalian Tribunals. | 
The whole nation aſſembled in the 
% Diet, attempted to aboliſh, or to reform 
i theſe formidable Tribunals, but for a 
long time without effect. Neither the 
* moſt poſitive laws, nor their privileges 
4% or exemptions, nor even the confede- 
4 racies which ſeveral Princes and ſtates 
* concluded in oppoſition to the Secret 
„ Tribunals, had any effect; they even 
« ventured to denounce the Emperor, 
« Frederic the Third, himſelf, for hav- 


es © 
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We ing pablihed an wives ws 


| Bb "heir abuſes,” 


8 02088 * 
1 | 


by W the eſtabliſhment of the cir- 


cles, the inſtitution of the Imperial Cham 


ber, and the reformation of the Courts 
of Juſtice, under Maximilian the Firſt, 


concurred to diminiſh their influence and 
authority, yet they continued to ſubſiſt in 
ſome places, with all their original abuſes; 


and the final abolition of this abſurd and 
eruel juriſprudence, throughout all Ger- 
many, was not conſummated before the 
middle of the laſt century. 


In 1535, an edict iſſued by Charles the 
Fifth, only condemns the abuſes, but 
does not venture to aboliſh theſe Courts; 


and ſo late as 1640, Thomas Schliſsſtein, 


Counſellor of State to the Elector of | 
Brandenburgh, drew out an accuſation 


3 


or WESTPHALIA.. 
againſt the city of -Herforden, for the in- 
| juſtice and cruelty of their Secret Tribu- 
nal; in which he deſcribes the dreadful 
enormities practiſed in their criminal 
trials, diſplays the extraordinary modes 
of proceeding, and exhibits a curious 
ſpecimen of the myſterious , expreſſions 
which were uſed on thoſe occaſions. 
The Burgomaſter,” he ſays, ** Aſſeſſors, 
« and Counſellors, continue to this day, 
“ the uſe of the Secret Tribunal. They 
% employ certain ſigns and marks, by 
« which they underſtand each other; 
. 8 8. 8. G. G. Stock, Stone, Graſs; 
Green. The accuſed perſons are 
* brought to trial, without being per- 
« mitted to have any communication 
« with the witneſſes againſt them; and 
e without being allowed any counſel to 
« defend them, except a ſervant of the 
« magiſtracy : oftentimes perſons of pro- 


% perty 


«.perty are wood, 2 cried for a ca- 
<-pital crime, on the oath of one of their 
* debtors, or any perfon who offers. 
% Their information and examination are 
made by unknown ſigns and myſterious 
words, and the unfortunate priſoner is 
* ſubjected to ordinary and extraordinary 
torture, againſt the nature of criminal 
«« juſtice, and the conſtitutions of Charles 
40 the Fifth. What alſo renders this mode 
«of trial more. unjuſt and terrible, is, 
« that the Aſſeſſors are for the moſt: part, 
1 manufacturers and apprentices, who are 
10 totally ignorant of the law, and invert 
the legal mode of proceeding. For the 
« purpoſe of forcing confeſſion, torture is 
applied, and without any new witneſſes, 
«4 repeated ; inſomuch that ſeveral perſons 
found innocent of the crimes laid to 


<< their . have died from the conſe- 
* quences.” 


Shocked 


| Shocked at theſe enormous abuſes, the 
great Elector, Frederic William, abo- 
liſhed, in 1650, the Tribunal at Herfor- 
den; yet till this abominable, juriſpru+ 
dence was continued in a few| places of 
Germany; nor is it paſitively aſcertained, 
at what period the final ſuppreſſion took 
place, in every part of the Empire. No 
traces, however, at preſent, remain in 
Weſtphalia; and its name only exiſts in 
the hiſtory of paſt ages. 


Such is the information which I have 
been able to colle& from the ſcanty ma» 
terials in my poſſeſſion concerning the 
Secret Tribunals of Weſtphalia, which, 
probably gave riſe to the Inquilition. 
Nor will a natural reflection eſcape your 
Ladyſhip's obſervation ; that whenever 
judicial trials are carried on in ſecret, or 
are ſubmitted to the deciſion of the poor 


and 


„  G5CRAT FRIBUNALO 
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and the ignorant, the moſt fatal perverſion 

of juſtice muſt be the inevitable conſe- 
quence ; particularly in caſes where the 
property of the accuſed is liable, on con- 
viction, to be confiſcated and divided 
among the judges. Nor can we ſuffi- 
ciently reprobate the abſurd and dangerous 
notions of ſome modern theoriſts, that the 
meaneſt perſons are no leſs capable of per- 
forming the office of judges, than thoſe 
| who have received a liberal education, and 
have been trained to the theory and prac- 
tice of the law. And it is a pleaſing re- 
flection, that we live in a country in which 
the Courts of Juſtice are public, in which 
the trial by jury ſubſiſts, and in which 
the Judges are, from the reſpectability of 
their ſituation, and the largeneſs of their 
_ falaries, placed above corruption. 


May theſe valuable bleſſings continue 


In 


OF WEST PHALIA, = ” 


— 


in full force, and, preſerved from the 
frenzy of indiſcriminate innovation, be 
tranſmitted to diſtant poſterity, muſt be 


the wiſh of every true lover of our happy 
Conſtitution, 


1 HAVE THE HONOUR TO BE, 
D 58 8 


MADAM, 
YOUR LADYSHIP's 


MOST OBEDIENT, HUMBLE SERVANT, 


William Core. 
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